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Midcourse Space Experiment Contamination
Measurement During Cryogen Phase
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In-orbit measurements with contamination-monitoringinstruments were used to validate the Midcourse Space
Experiment contaminationmodel and to investigate the phenomenon of molecular and particle generation in space.
Measurements from the first orbit contact through the first 10 months showed water vapor as the largest gaseous
species, with argon gas from a venting source important only during the first week in orbit. Simple reporting tools
were used for rapid assessments of the spacecraft environment during early operations. The contamination levels
and the decay rate of water vapor around the spacecraft were found to be in excellent agreement with prelaunch
predictions. Future measurements include validation of the model of the aging spacecraft and investigation of the

degradation of thermal radiators.

Introduction

HE optical sensor performance of the Midcourse Space

Experiment1 (MSX) can be degraded when molecular films
and particulates are deposited on mirrors and windows. The ma-
jor source of this contamination is the spacecraft itself, although
condensation of ambient gaseous species, especially at low Earth
orbit, is possible at low operating temperatures such as those of
the Space Infrared Imagers and Telescope IIT (SPIRIT III) primary
mirror. Molecular self-contaminationresults from spacecraft mate-
rials outgassing in vacuum and is exacerbated by solar radiation.
Particulate contamination can come from redistribution of particles
carried from the ground or can be generated in orbit by discrete
events such as door openings or by material abrasion as a result of
thermal cycling or terminator crossings.

To minimize self-contamination, only low-outgassing materials
were used in the fabrication of the MSX spacecraft, and a rigorous
contamination control plan®> was implemented during fabrication,
testing,and launch procedures. A suite of contamination-monitorng
instruments was included to identify and measure the contamination
environment,;’ to measure the decay rate of molecular species such
as water vapor and to identify the particle-generating mechanisms
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and locate their sources. The contamination experiment will serve
as a functional demonstration for similar spacecraft by assessing
the effectiveness of the ground contamination control plan, quan-
tifying the long-term effects of contamination on long-life, long-
wave, infrared radiation sensor performance;*> and validating the
preorbital contamination model® used to predict the contamination
environment.

The overall approach of the MSX contamination experiment is
to compare a prelaunch contamination model, which itself is based
on the materials used and their measured outgassing rates, with the
actual measured values in orbit. The model can then be modified so
that results agree with in-flight measurements. More important, the
instruments’ performance must be calibrated carefully so that the
quantities measured are accurate and can be compared with other
types of measurements. For brevity, only a brief description of the
monitoring instruments and their ground calibration procedures is
presented.

Contamination Monitoring Instruments
and Their Ground Calibrations

The MSX contamination monitoring instruments consist of
a quadrupole mass spectrometer [the neutral mass spectrometer
(NMS)], a cold cathode pressure gauge [the total pressure sensor
(TPS)], a Bennett-type mass spectrometer [ion mass spectrometer
(IMS)], a water vapor photodissociationtadiometer instrument [the
kryptonradiometerexperiment(KRE)], a particle detector based on
a pulsed xenon flashlamp [xenon flashlamp experiment (XFE)], the
ultraviolet and visible imagers and spectral imagers (UVISI) wide
field-of-view imager (IVW), a quartz crystal microbalance (QCM)
within the cryogenically cooled SPIRIT III primary mirror [cryo-
genic quartz crystal microbalance (CQCM)], and four thermoelec-
trically controlled QCMs (TQCMs) located around the spacecraft.
These instruments have been adequately described previously?

The NMS and TPS were calibrated at the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) with absolute pressure standards
for various gases, focusing particularly on their calibration with
water vapor. The characterization of the NMS in water vapor was
importantto the MSX programbecauseit was expected to be the pri-
mary contaminantin the spacecraft environment’*¢ The spacecraft
itself is the primary source of the water vapor, which is adsorbed
onto all blankets and exposed surfaces. The NMS was calibrated
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for water vapor by using an NIST prototype water vapor source
connected to the vacuum chamber through a precision leak valve.’
The NMS response to water vapor was essentially linear, although
CO, H,, CO,, and CH, were observed. The presence of these gases
was attributed to chemical reactions occurring on the filaments be-
cause their concentrationsincreased at a rate similar to that of water
vapor during initial measurements at low pressure?

The TPS flight and spare units were calibrated by measuring
their responses to the known pressure changes of various calibra-
tion gases. To minimize calibration uncertainty, measurements of
instrumentoutput were made at increasing values of calibration gas
pressures. This method of increasinggas pressures was used to avoid
the error generated by slow desorption of gas from the walls of the
calibration chamber, which occurred when pressure was decreased.
The selection of calibration gases was based on the expected on-
orbit environmental constituents. In addition, nitrogen was used so
that orbital results could be compared with the calibrationresults of
other flight pressure sensors. Gauges were calibrated in He, H,O,
N,, and Ar for pressures ranging from 1 x 107> to 1 x 107'° torr.
These results have been published elsewhere.’

The expected ionospheric and contaminant species were used
to identify the types of ions to be measured in the IMS spectral
calibration.!” Tonospheric species at the MSX altitude of 900 km
are predominantlyH", He™, and O" based on the InternationalRef-
erence Ionosphere.!! Because the contaminantion species and flux
expected in the vicinity of long-durationsatellites such as MSX are
unknown, the expectedion species were based on the expecteddom-
inant neutral contamination species, H,O, and charge-exchange
cross sections. Charge-exchange reactions with ionosphericO ™ are
expected to lead to H,O* and H;O* contaminantions.'”

The operationsand sensitivity of the cryogenic quartz crystal mi-
crobalance (CQCM) to mass deposition are well established.!? The
CQCM isexpectedto be commanded in orbitto performa controlled
warm-up to identify the composition of the films deposited on it.
This is commonly called a thermogravimetric analysis because the
mass is also measured by the crystal frequency. Thermogravimetric
analysis calibration measurements were conducted on each of the
flight and spare QCMs with various films, especially water.* The
CQCM, as a surrogate for the primary mirror of SPIRIT III, is ex-
pected to slowly accumulate a water vapor film with time, which
will degradeits optical performance. A calibrationof the water vapor
film as a function of optical scatter has been done,'* and this cali-
bration will be used toward the end of the MSX mission to measure
the effect of water film on the observed optical performance.

The calibration of the krypton lamps and radiometer for water
vapor responsivity began by measurement of the absolute vacuum
ultraviolet irradiance of the krypton lamps with a cesium iodide
(CsI) photodiode having an NIST-traceable calibration. The OH
radiometer was calibrated for absolute radiance sensitivity with a
1000-W tungstenirradiance standard having an NIST-traceable cal-
ibration. The instrument was also fully characterized for linearity
of response, dark current, field of view, temperature effects, and
voltage effects. An ultraclean, all-stainless-steel, all-metal-sealed
thermal vacuum chamber with cryopumps was used.!* The dynamic
range of the krypton lamps and OH radiometer spans approximately
six decades. However, the H,O calibrationcould be performed only
over approximately two decades in the center of the dynamic range
(10°-10"" H,0 molecules/cm™>). The calibration was extrapolated
over the entire dynamic range based on independent calibrations
and characterizations of the krypton lamps and radiometer. From
this calibration, the instrument constant was determined with an
uncertainty of £23%.

The xenon flashlamp and the UVISI IVW were calibrated'> with a
1000-W tungstenirradiance standard with a NIST-traceablecalibra-
tionagainstwhichits spectralirradianceis compared. Pulse-to-pulse
intensity variation, temporal pulse shape variation, and temperature
and voltage effects were characterized. An end-to-end performance
test was conducted with the xenon flashlamp and UVISI IVW in
joint operation. The test was performed in a clean room certified
to class 10,000 but that typically approaches class 1000. The two
instruments were bolted to a mock instrument pallet, which ensured
that they would be in their relative flight geometry.!?

Three latex spheres (50-, 14-, and 5-pm radius) were introduced
into the measurement volume. The spheres were provided as a sus-
pensionin a solvent. The 5-um sphere was introduced with a nebu-
lizer that evaporated the solvent and essentially dispensed particles
on a currentof air. The larger spheres were introduced with a pipette
after evaporation of the solventin ambient air. Results of these cal-
ibration measurements are published elsewhere.!*16

Results During Early Flight Operations

The term operations was defined by MSX as the period of time
betweenlaunch and the ejection of the SPIRIT Il solid argon-cooled
door. Because the argon cryogen was expected to have a lifetime
of about 10 days, the early operations plan consisted of a series
of spacecraft check-outs and instrument turn-ons for 7 days with
the contamination instruments as the main local environment mon-
itors. The contamination experiment principal investigator’s team
was tasked to report twice daily during this early operations phase
on the state of the contaminationenvironment,i.e., a weather report.
The team then constructed several charts in response to this task for
each of the relevant contamination instruments, including the levels
predictedby the MSX contaminationmodel,’ as well as to the level
where the contamination would be unacceptably high (Go/NoGo)
based on the mission requirements of optical sensors.

Figure 1 shows the early operations chart for the TPS, which
shows the initial pressure from the first orbit to 108-h mission
elapsed time (MET). During the first 6 h, the TPS agreed almost ex-
actly with that predicted by the MSX model.® After about 6-h MET,
the pressure rapidly increased by about two orders of magnitude,
indicating that the supercooledargon cryogen started to sublime via
its vent port. Argon as the major gas species was verified by the mass
spectrum obtained from the neutral mass spectrometerseveral hours
later (Fig. 2), which showed a very large mass 40 argon peak and
the normal gases as a result of water vapor and residual gases. The
argon pressure was above the Go/NoGo criterion for water vapor,
but because we knew that the pressure was due to argon, no change
in plans was recommended to the program.

The water vapor density was plotted from the measurement of
the NMS (Fig. 3), which again was in surprisingly good agreement
with our MSX model® predictions and several orders of magni-
tude lower than the Go/NoGo level. The level of volatile organic
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Fig. 1 Early operations chart for the total pressure sensor.
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Fig. 2 Early operations mass spectrum of the atmosphere above MSX,
showing a large presence of argon.
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Fig. 3 [Early operations water vapor measurements with the NMS.
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Fig. 4 Mass spectrum showing lack of higher masses above 45.
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Fig. 5 Inferred total organic densities during early operations.
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Fig. 6 TQCM 4 measurement showing decreased deposition when
heated to —20°C.
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Fig. 7 Early operations accretion rate on the CQCM.
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Fig. 8 Early operations measurements for water vapor by the KRE.
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Fig. 9 Particles measured by the XFE during the SPIRIT III door
opening; particle velocities were several meters per second.

molecules (defined as the sum total of molecules with amu > 45,
Fig. 4) also showed no organic contamination beyond 24-h MET,
and the amount detected during the first day of orbit was not of con-
cern to UVISI (Fig. 5). This observationwas verified by the amount
of deposit that was shown by the TQCM to volatilize when heated
to the temperature of the UVISI (Fig. 6), when 13 out of 20 Hz
was lost when the TQCM was commanded to heat up from —50 to
—20°C. The TQCMs were designed to operate in orbit at —50°C.

The CQCM, mounted adjacent to the SPIRIT III primary mirror
and operating at around 30 K, measured an accretion rate several
times lower than that which the MSX model® would indicate as a
concern (Fig. 7). The water density measured by the KRE similarly
agreed well with the MSX model® prediction but was several orders
of magnitude lower than the Go/NoGo level (Fig. 8).

The early operations plan called for the door of the space-based
visible instrument to be opened first, then the nine UVISI doors in
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Fig. 10 Rapid pressure decay and fluctuations of the argon gas as the
SPIRIT III door was ejected.
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groups of three, and, finally, the SPIRIT III door. The particulate
generation during these door opening operations was dramatic, as
shown in Fig. 9 for the SPIRIT III door opening, as measured by
the XFE. Moreover, it was shown that the clearing times were on
the order of 5 min and that the spacecraft was essentially quies-
cent during the opening of the SPIRIT III door to start the cryogen
phase of MSX. During the actual SPIRIT III door opening, the TPS
measured the rapid pressure decay of the argon gas as the door was
tumbling away from MSX (Fig. 10). The ejection of the cover and
the subsequent loss of the source of argon gas were immediately
verified by the NMS, which showed no peak at mass 40 (Fig. 11).

Results During Cryogen Phase

MSX operated successfully for 10 months with the SPIRIT III
telescope under solid hydrogen cooling. The contamination moni-
toring instruments, starting with the TPS, began collectingdata after
the first few orbits. Early operations results for each of these instru-
ments have been reported previously>*-!4~1° and a more complete
dataanalysisforthe entire 10-monthcryogenphaseis beingreported
here. The general compilation of on-orbitresults is reported here in
terms of the water vapor, films, particles, and spacecraft charging
as measured by MSX.

The total gas pressures measured by the TPS?* (Fig. 12) around
MSX was identified by the NMS as mostly water vapor after the
SPIRIT III argon-cooled cover was deployed® (Fig. 11). Figure 12
shows the pressures measured by the TPS from the first day on orbit
through4000-h MET of the cryogen phase. The TPS measurements
showed excellent reproducibility with respect to solar illumination,
and Fig. 13 shows one data collection event (DCE), which was
correlated to solar heating of surfaces on the +X face of MSX.
Each DCE can be characterized by the pressures induced due to
solar heating. These pressure bursts have been identified positively
by both the NMS and the KRE as water vapor.!”

Although initial pressure measurements showed that the rate of
water vapor was 7! during the first week, the rate slowed to about
70 after the first month. It is hypothesized for MSX that surface
evaporation of water films carried from the ground was substan-
tially completed after one week in orbit; subsequent water vapor
outgassing must come from the bulk or interior layer of the multi-
layerinsulationthat continually equilibrates on the outside surfaces
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Fig. 12 Total pressures measured by TPS at 4000-h MET during the
cryogen phase.
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Fig. 14 Water vapor densities measured by NMS, showing large vari-
ations due to different solar illumination during each DCE.

during times when they are not solar illuminated. These were sig-
nificant pressure variations, however, and were dependent on the
solar illumination of the spacecraftsurfaces close to the TPS. It ap-
pears that the water vapor pressure environment around spacecraft
such as MSX is not static nor does it have simple monotonic decay
behavior, but it is rather more variable than expected because of
orbital conditions. Nevertheless, the water vapor predictions by our
MSX external contamination mode®? were largely accurate when
averaged over time such as a week.

The NMS measured a much larger time variation for water vapor
density (Fig. 14), which is also correlated to a different area being
solar illuminated during spacecraft maneuvers and a different vol-
ume being observed.!® The effect of solar illumination on the data
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Table 1 Film thickness on the QCMs after 10 months

QCM Thickness, A Location and direction
TQCM 1 105 (+Y, +2Z) solar panel
TQCM 2 132 (+Z) ram
TQCM 3 8 (+Y, —Z) wake
TQCM 4 55 (+X, +2Z) optical instrument axis
CQCM 158 (SPIRIT III) primary mirror
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Fig. 15 Water densities measured by KRE correlated with solar illu-
mination.
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Fig. 16 Mass deposition converted to thickness (assuming density =
1.0 g/em®) during the cryogen phase for all QCMs.

from the KRE is shown in Fig. 15, which shows that higher water
vapor measurements significantly clustered around observations as
the spacecraft exited the umbra.

In general, the water vapor data measured by the TPS, NMS,
and KRE were mutually consistent. They initially followed the
prelaunch model®?° prediction of ~'* and were dominated by out-
gassingof the multilayerinsulationon the +X side of the spacecraft,
where these instruments are mounted.

The four temperature-controllal TQCMs around the spacecraft,
as well as the single CQCM mounted adjacentto the SPIRIT III pri-
mary mirror, continueto function well as expected by measuring the
amount of mass deposition on their surfaces. The film thicknesses
measured by each QCM after 10 months in orbitare listedin Table 1,
and individual mass depositions with time are shown in Fig. 16. As
seen in both Table 1 and Fig. 16, the total contaminant film depo-
sitions varied from 8, 55, 105, and 132 A, respectively,on TQCMs
3,4, 1, and 2. The ordered film depositions agree with prelaunch
predictions>!” which indicated that TQCM 3 (which was facing
the wake most of the time) would have the least deposition and that
TQCMs 1 and 2 would show more depositionbecause TQCM 1 had
a direct view of the solar panels whereas TQCM 2 is oriented at
the ram velocity vector most of the time. TQCM 4 is facing in the
direction of the optical instruments. The CQCM, which is located
next to the cryogenically cooled primary mirror inside SPIRIT III,
has accumulated 158 A of deposit since launch, but this will not
have a measurable effect on the bidirectional reflectance distribu-
tion function (BRDF) because it would take close to 10,000A of
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Fig. 17 Particles measured by XFE during quiescent times; each
frame is a 0.5-s image from the UVISI imager.
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Fig. 18 Spacecraft potentials (charging + kinetic energy) measured by
the IMS for H* (top panel) and O* (bottom panel).

water depositionto have a measurableeffecton BRDF.!®!? Because
QCMs cannot measure mass due to particles, the optical scatter due
to any particles on the SPIRIT III mirror can only be deduced from
off-axis measurements in orbit. Note that most of the mass deposi-
tion on the CQCM was due to argon deposition from the argon gas
vent of the SPIRIT III door when it was released.”

Particle measurements by the xenon flashlamp started from day
2 and have continued to the present. Particles were observed during
discrete events such as door releases,'*?! as well as during quies-
cent times when the spacecraft was not maneuvering. Figure 17
shows the fraction of frames of the UVISI IVW in which particles
were observed during quiet times in orbit. When they are plotted
with respectto whether the spacecraft was entering day from umbra
(triangles) or entering umbra from day (circles), one can see that
quiescent particle generation significantly favors the daylight entry
from umbra. These data appear to support the hypothesis that par-
ticles are released when the spacecraft surfaces are rapidly heated
by solar illumination, possibly indicating that these particles are re-
leased from weak binding forces due to thermally induced motion
or even solar-induced charge neutralization. During the 10-month
cryogen phase, the particle occurrence rate has been constant. Par-
ticle velocities are slow (0.1-20 cm/s), and their size distribution
ranges from 0.5 to 200 pm in diameter with most of them between
10 and 20 um (Ref. 21).

In addition to measuring the number densities of ions in orbit,
the IMS also collects the spacecraft potential data by measuring
the potential of the various ions entering its sampling orifice and
subtracting the kinetic energy of the ions due to spacecraft velocity.
The spacecraft potentials for HY and O" are shown in Fig. 18,
which, when correctedfor theirrespectivekineticenergy, resultedin
spacecraftchargingof —6.6 + 3.0 and —6.4 £ 1.1V, respectively??
Continuousmeasurements of potential were between —5 and =20V,
which are consistent with the MSX contamination model >
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Comparison with Prelaunch Model Predictions

The measured on-orbit pressures and gas densities were in very
good agreement with our MSX prelaunch predictions, especially
the steady-state water vapor and argon pressures during early op-
erations. The transition period of about one week from early out-
gassing of surface water to that expected from the slower diffusion
or permeation processes was earlier than expected but is consistent
with a relatively clean spacecraft. The water vapor bursts were un-
expected because the model did not take into account the short-term
effects of spacecraft maneuvers and the consequentialsolar heating.
The water vapor pressures, when averaged over longer periods of
time, however, agreed with the model. The film deposition on the
QCMs are consistent with the model, adequately predicting the or-
der of depositionon the TQCMs. Even though it was not possible to
predict the amount of deposition in orbit on the CQCM, the rate of
deposition was consistent with a very clean telescope and, in fact,
was quite a diagnostic tool for the cryogenic sensor on the ground.
It also aided in the interpretation of off-axis rejection data for the
SPIRIT III performance assessment team.

Atmospheric Measurements

Atmospheric measurements at the 900-km altitude were also
made possibleby the contaminationinstruments. The neutralandion
density data from the ion and neutral mass spectrometers have been
used to explain the discrepancy between the NASA atmospheric
density model at this altitude and earlier drag measurementinferred
from balloons 2 Similarly, the TPS, NMS, and IMS were able to
measure spatial variabilities of gases and ions during auroral events
over the poles.?*

Postcryogen Measurements and the Aging Spacecraft

Measurements on the local environment during the warm-up of
a large cryogenic telescope have been made and will be reported in
a future paper. These data will contribute to our knowledge of the
contamination behavior of future cooled infrared optical systems
during temperaturecycles. Because future systems will require long
lifetimes in orbit, MSX contaminationinstruments will continue to
monitor the long-term generation of particles because it has been
postulated that continued degradation of multilayer insulation as a
result of thermal cycling during terminator crossings, uv exposure,
or materials erosion will create more particles as the spacecraft
ages. Continuing measurements on film deposition, coupled with
temperature data from thermal radiators of the TQCMs, will allow
the validationof models for passivethermal controland performance
of solar arrays. Ambient pressure measurements will be correlated
with the solar cycle and the exospheric variations due to seasons
and auroral events.

Lessons Learned

Many lessons have been learned on MSX. First and foremost is
the great advantage of including the contamination team to interact
with spacecraftengineers very early in the program. The integrated
team consisting of the contamination engineers with spacecraft de-
signers and thermal engineers allowed numerous alternatives for
the minimization of contamination, such as the ventlocations away
from the optical instruments, the separation of optical instruments
from the moderately dirty electronic boxes and solar arrays, the
use of nonperforated silver/Teflon® on the +X side, and the ap-
proved materials procedures instituted for all hardware suppliers.
The materials-listdatabase generated from this integrated team was
alsousedas an inputinto the prelaunch contaminationmodel, which
has proven to be a very good tool to explain the resulting measure-
ments. The inclusion of contamination monitors that also doubled
as quality control monitors enabled timely technical decisions to
be made during integration and tests about whether to tear down
and clean as well as prevent damage to optical systems because of
air leaks in the vacuum systems. In this connection, the TPS and
the CQCM were the two most useful instruments. The inclusion of
instruments to monitor the local environment of the spacecraftalso
supportedthe program manager and system engineerduring the var-
ious mission planning decisions, such as whether the hydrogen vent
opened, whether it was safe enough (in the area of contamination)

to open the optical sensors’ doors, and, in one instance, whether a
specific anomaly occurred during a reference sphere release. The
clearing times of particles due to door openings have been deter-
mined to be on the order of several minutes, a period that must be
factored into any rapid deployment of sensors during the terminal
phase. Finally, these instruments are continuing to provide data for
the long-term understanding of the contamination problems likely
to be encountered for space sensors that are required to operate
for several years or more. It is hoped that more lessons learned for
long-term trending will be the subject of subsequentreports.

Conclusions

The MSX contaminationinstruments have provided valuable re-
sults to improve our understandingof how molecular and particulate
contamination is generated in space sensors. They have also vali-
dated our contamination model, based on the excellent agreement
between prelaunch predictionsand in-orbit measurements. The val-
idated model and its companion will help determine the level of ef-
fort for contaminationcontrol of future spacecraftand sensors. They
also point to several minimum monitors necessary for diagnostics
during the design, fabrication, and testing phases of the program.
Finally, they have shown that they can greatly help in resolution of
anomalies in orbit.
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